
THIS week in school...

Despite the very hot weather, all of the children have
coped exceptionally well and have continued to

work hard, showing resilience and enthusiasm
throughout the week. 

We were also delighted to enjoy some fantastic end-
of-term trips, with the Owls class visiting Shrewsbury
and the Skylarks class spending the day at Park Hall

Farm.  The children were a pleasure to take out,
demonstrating excellent behaviour, kindness and

respect wherever they went. They represented the
school brilliantly and were a real credit to both their

families and our school.

Year 6 had two successful transition days at Bishops
Castle Community College this week. The children

were very excited to share their stories from the day
- the main highlight being the food that is available
at break and lunch! They are all looking forward to

being 'real' pupils in September. 
  

  

Upcoming Events 

Friday 17th
Yr6 Leavers Performance
Last day of Summer Term

SEPTEMBER
Tuesday & Wednesday
 1st & 2  Septembernd

PD days

Thursday 3rd
Start of Autumn Term
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This week’s attendance is

Whole School:    94.6 %

Robins:           95.8 %

Skylarks:         87.4 %
   
Owls:             97.1 %

Starlings:        97.1 %
  
Kites:              95.4 %

Attendance



Autumn

Spring

Reading in Everyday Life
Recipes, signs, schedules and instructions all

involve reading.
At home: Read everyday text together during

routines.
Recommended read: The Secret Zoo —

adventure and curiosity combined.

A huge thank you to the Friends of Bishop's
Castle Primary School PTA for all their hard
work, dedication and support throughout the
year. Their commitment to raising funds and
creating memorable experiences for our
children is truly appreciated. 

Most recently, we were delighted to see their
fantastic carnival float and their fundraising
efforts at the Bishop's Castle Carnival last
weekend, followed by today's Bog Eyed Jog.
The children and their families thoroughly
enjoyed the morning, especially the delicious
breakfast, which was a wonderful way to
bring our school community together. We are
incredibly grateful for the time, energy and
enthusiasm our PTA volunteers give so
generously. The funds they raise make a real
difference to our school, providing valuable
opportunities and resources that benefit all
of our children. 

Thank you for everything you do!

Term Dates
2026 / 27

Summer

Starts 13.04.26 
Half Term 25.05.26-29.05.26 

Ends 17.07.26

Starts 03.09.26 
Half Term 26.10.26-30.10.26 

Ends 18.12.26

Starts 06.01.27
Half Term 15.02.27-19.02.27 

Ends 25.03.27

2026
The Year of Reading

Strengthening Independence
and Choice

Readers Make Choices
Choosing books builds ownership and motivation.

At home: Let your child decide what and when to
read.

Recommended read: Varjak Paw — a gripping
adventure.



Parent Voice Survey: July 2026 
 
We'd love to hear your views! Your feedback helps us
understand what's working well and where we can
continue to improve for all of our children:

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/9ADQxZw3tR 

We believe that working in partnership with parents and carers
is one of the most important ways we can help every child
thrive. Your feedback helps us celebrate what we are doing
well, understand your family's experiences and identify where
we can continue to improve. 

Please answer each question based on your child's experience
at school. All responses will be treated confidentially and will
be used to help inform our ongoing school improvement and
future planning. We really value your opinions and appreciate
your support in helping us provide the very best education and
care for every child. 

Mrs Manning 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/9ADQxZw3tR
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/9ADQxZw3tR
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/9ADQxZw3tR
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/9ADQxZw3tR


We would like to inform you about some upcoming changes to Free School
Meals and encourage all eligible families to apply. 

While Free School Meals provide eligible pupils with a nutritious meal each
school day, applying also brings significant additional funding to our school
through the Pupil Premium. This funding is vital as it helps us provide extra
resources, targeted support, enrichment opportunities, and interventions that
benefit our pupils and enhance their educational experience. 

Even if your child already receives universal free school meals (Reception to
Year 2), or you are unsure whether you qualify, we strongly recommend that
you check your eligibility and apply if you are entitled. Every successful
application helps secure valuable funding that directly supports learning and
wellbeing across our school. 

The application process is quick and confidential. Please find attached the
information which has been provided by Shropshire Council. 

Thank you for your continued support in helping us provide the very best
opportunities for all of our pupils. 



 
What’s new? 

Allchildren registeredwith state-funded schools

Credit 

Therewill betwocategories of benefits-based freeschoolmeals,knownas‘

FSM 

Targeted FSM

Expanded FSM

• 

Free School Meals are changing in September 2026 

 whose household receives Universal 

Targeted 

 
From September 2026 the eligibility for Free School Meals (FSM) is changing, which
means that more families will become eligible. 

will beabletoget a free school meal. 

’or‘ ’: 

whichcontinues to be based on the existing threshold, covering children who
areinhouseholds in receipt of Universal Credit with annual household
earningsof £7,400 or less 

• supportunder Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

Households may also be entitled to a meal if they: 
• areinreceipt of Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 
• receivethe guaranteed element of Pension Credit 
• meetcriteria set out in separate guidance for families with no recourse to 

publicfunds (NRPF) families with no recourse to public funds. 

Children eligibleunder Targeted FSM will be eligible for the Holiday Activities and Food
(HAF) programme,possible assistance with Home to School Transport (HTST) and extra
funding for theirschool such as pupil premium. 

Expanded FSM
• a newcategory covering meals only, for children who do not qualify for 

TargetedFSM, but who are in households receiving Universal Credit. 

TransitionalProtections are ending 
Since April 2018,children who qualified for benefits-based free school meals kept them
even if their household circumstances changed. 

• This protection will end on 31 August 2026. 
• From September 2026, all households must meet the eligibility criteria to continue 

receiving benefits-based free school meals. 

Annual eligibility re-checks 
Eligibility for free meals will be kept under regular review through annual re-checks,
ahead of the start of each academic year. All children currently in receipt of benefits-
based free school meals need to be re-checked before September. 

We will re-check eligibility using the information that was provided to us at the time an
application was made for a child. The re-check process will be done during the summer
term and where the re-check from the government checking system provides a ‘not
eligible’ result, families will be notified by a letter through their school before the end of
the summer term. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/free-school-meals-guidance-for-schools-and-local-authorities/providing-free-school-meals-to-families-with-no-recourse-to-public-funds-nrpf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/free-school-meals-guidance-for-schools-and-local-authorities/providing-free-school-meals-to-families-with-no-recourse-to-public-funds-nrpf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/free-school-meals-guidance-for-schools-and-local-authorities/providing-free-school-meals-to-families-with-no-recourse-to-public-funds-nrpf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/free-school-meals-guidance-for-schools-and-local-authorities/providing-free-school-meals-to-families-with-no-recourse-to-public-funds-nrpf
https://next.shropshire.gov.uk/holiday-activities-and-food-programme-haf/
https://next.shropshire.gov.uk/holiday-activities-and-food-programme-haf/
https://next.shropshire.gov.uk/holiday-activities-and-food-programme-haf/
https://next.shropshire.gov.uk/holiday-activities-and-food-programme-haf/
https://next.shropshire.gov.uk/holiday-activities-and-food-programme-haf/


Schools will pass this letter onto who they hold as the main contact for the pupil. The 
letter will include information on what to do next and if a re-application is needed. 

New Applications 
Applications under the new criteria can start from 24 June 2026. Children that are
approved for Targeted FSM will be eligible from the date the application is processed and
children approved for Expanded FSM will be eligible from 1 September 2026. 

Free School Meals applications can be made using the Shropshire online portal. Please
scan the code below, or use the following link Apply for free school meals | Shropshire
Council. 

 
If you havepreviouslyappliedonlineforaschooladmissionplace,24Ufunding or FSM,
please usethesamelogindetails.Ifyouhaveanemailaddress,theonlineapplication is
the quickestandeasiestwaytoapply.TheCouncil’sShropshireLocalTeamare
availabletohelpwithaccesstotheonlineapplication.Alternatively,youcancall our
CustomerServiceson03456789008whowillbeabletotakethedetailsforan 
applicationoverthephone. Iftheseoptionsaren’tsuitable,pleasecontactyour child’s 
school whowillbeabletoassistyou.

For currentYear11pupilswhoareleavingschoolandmovingtoapost-16college in 
September,youwillneedtoapplydirectlytothecollegeforfreemeals.
 

Universal Infant Free School Meals (UIFSM)
Childreninreception,year1andyear2willcontinuetobeentitledtofreemeals,
regardlessoftheearningsorbenefitstatusoftheirhouseholds,undertheUIFSM
programme.Familiesarestillencouragedtoapplyforbenefits-basedfreeschool meals
becauseifyouareeligibleforTargetedFSM,youcouldattractadditionalfunding for your
child’s schoolandyouwillalsobeabletoaccesstheothersupportlinkedtoTargeted 
FSM, suchastheHAFprogramme.
 

Applications underNo RecoursetoPublicFunds (NRPF)
If you wouldliketosubmitanapplicationunderNRPFcriteria,pleaseemail
FSM@shropshire.gov.ukformoreinformation.Theonlineapplicationformcannot be
used. 

We hopethisupdatehelpstoclarifytheupcomingchanges.Pleasevisitourwebpage 
for furtherinformationFreeschoolmeals|ShropshireCouncil.Ifyouhaveany queries, 
please emailFSM@shropshire.gov.uk,orspeaktoyourchild’sschool.
 Issued: June 2026 
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 Do you have any concerns about your child’s well-
being? 

Would you like support with your child’s attendance? 

If you, your child or family would
benefit from extra support with
your well-being, or if you are
worried about a difficult
situation in your family you can
contact us for support. 

Julie Owen – Pastoral Lead

J.Owen@bishopscastle.dhmat.org.uk 

Or via 

admin@bishopscastle.dhmat.org.uk 

You might also benefit from Early Help. 

What is Early Help? 

Families might access Early Help for a variety of reasons, including concerns about a 
child’s behaviour, difficulties at school, family relationship challenges, mental health 
worries, or changes in family circumstances such as bereavement or separation. 

Early Help is not just for when things go wrong - it’s there to provide guidance and 
support before small issues become bigger problems. Seeking Early Help is a positive 
step, showing a family’s commitment to working together with professionals to find 
practical solutions and support their child’s wellbeing and development. 
The type of things Early Help can support with include: 

• Concerns about child’s health, development or behaviour 
•

• 

How a child is doing at school
Housing or financial concerns 

• Children who may be affected by domestic abuse, drugs, alcohol, ill health or 
crime 



Understanding Your Child 

0– 5years

 

Try our free online learning pathways at Becoming Togetherness - Togetherness 

Email: parenting.team@shropshire.gov.uk

Call: 01743 250950 

Visit: 

• Transition periods in your family’slife 

• Communicating and building connection with your child 

• Routines like sleep and bedtime and any other routines you have as a family

• Understanding behaviour and big emotions 

• Child development andhow you can support it 

Want to	Join	Us?

“I met others going through thesamethings.Itreally helped me feel less alone.” 

“The group boosted myconfidence as a parent.” 

Parenting can be full of ups, downs, big feelings andlots of learning — for both you and your child!
Your child’s early years are full of change and transition, such as starting nursery or school and
moving into the next phase of development. In ourweekly sessions we will explore ways how you
can support your child through these transitions andother tricky moments. Join us and other
parents and carers to share simple ideas that can make life calmer and more positive. 

Upcoming Session 

• starts Monday 21st September, 12.30–2.30pm at The Lantern, Shrewsbury, SY1 4NG 

the group meets once a week over 10 weeks, excl. half terms and bank holidays with the last session
being on Monday 30th November 2026. 

What We’ll	Talk	About

Prefer flexible online learning? 

Join our	friendly,	relaxed	group!

TheParentingTeam|ShropshireCouncil 

https://togetherness.co.uk/mul/shropshire/
https://togetherness.co.uk/mul/shropshire/
https://next.shropshire.gov.uk/the-send-local-offer/early-help/the-parenting-team/
https://next.shropshire.gov.uk/the-send-local-offer/early-help/the-parenting-team/
https://next.shropshire.gov.uk/the-send-local-offer/early-help/the-parenting-team/


Understanding Your Child 
From Toddler	to	Teen

 

Try our free online learning pathways at Becoming Togetherness - Togetherness 

Email: parenting.team@shropshire.gov.uk

Call: 01743 250950 

Visit: 

• Communicating and building connection with your child 

• Routines like sleep and bedtime and any other routines you have as a family

• Understanding behaviour and big emotions 

• Child development andhow you can support it 

Want to	Join	Us?

“I met others going through thesamethings.Itreally helpedme feel less alone.” 

“The group boosted my confidence as a parent.” 

Parenting can be full of ups, downs, big feelings and lots of learning — for both you and your child!
Come and join us as we chat about what’s going on for you and your family. Together we’ll make 
sense of tricky moments and share simple ideas that can make life calmer and more positive. 

Upcoming Sessions (once a week over 10 weeks, excl. half terms and bank holidays) 

• 21st September 2026 from 9.15 to 11.15am at Brown Clee Primary School, Bridgnorth (WV16 6SS) 

• 21st September 2026 from 9.00 to 11.00am at St Giles Primary School, Shrewsbury (SY2 5NL) 

• 22nd September 2026 from 12.45pmto 2.45pm at Sundorne Infants School, Shrewsbury (SY1 4QN) 

• 23rd September 2026 from 9.15to11.15am at Coleham Primary, Shrewsbury (SY3 7EN) 

• 23rd September 2026 from 1.15to3.15pm at St Laurence Primary School, Ludlow (SY8 1TP) 

• 24th September 2026 from 1.00to3.00pm at Bishops Castle Primary School (SY9 5PA) 

• 25th September 2026 from 12.30to2.30pm Online via MS Teams 

What We’ll	Talk	About

Prefer flexible online learning? 

Join our friendly, relaxed group! 

TheParentingTeam|ShropshireCouncil 

https://togetherness.co.uk/mul/shropshire/
https://togetherness.co.uk/mul/shropshire/
https://next.shropshire.gov.uk/the-send-local-offer/early-help/the-parenting-team/
https://next.shropshire.gov.uk/the-send-local-offer/early-help/the-parenting-team/
https://next.shropshire.gov.uk/the-send-local-offer/early-help/the-parenting-team/


 

Understanding Your Child with
SEND 

From Toddler	to	Teen

 

Try our free online learning pathways at Becoming Togetherness - Togetherness 

Email: parenting.team@shropshire.gov.uk

Call: 01743 250950 

Visit: 

• Communication and building confidence in your relationship with your child 

• Exploring routines such as sleep and bedtime 

• Understanding behaviour and emotional regulation 

• Child development andways you can support it 

Want to	Join	Us?

“I met others going through thesamethings.Itreally helpedme feel less alone.” 

“The group boosted my confidence as a parent.” 

• 22nd September 2026 from 5.00 to 7.00pm Online via MS Teams 

• 25th September 2026 from 9.30 to 11.30am Online via MS Teams 

SEND groups are for parents/carers of children who may have special educational needs or 
disabilities. No formal diagnosis is needed. 

Join our friendly, free group for parents and carersof children with SEND. Connect with others,
deepen your understanding of your child, and explore what’s going well and what you’d like to
change. Small changes make big differences! 

Upcoming Sessions 

What We’ll Talk About 

Join our	friendly,	relaxed	group!

holidays)

TheParentingTeam|ShropshireCouncil 

(once a week over 10 weeks, excl. half terms and bank 

Prefer flexible online learning? 

https://togetherness.co.uk/mul/shropshire/
https://togetherness.co.uk/mul/shropshire/
https://next.shropshire.gov.uk/the-send-local-offer/early-help/the-parenting-team/
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Understanding Your Child 

A groupfordads,grandads andany malecarer

of children and teens 

Try our free online learning pathways at Becoming Togetherness - Togetherness 

Email: parenting.team@shropshire.gov.uk

Call: 01743 250950 

Visit: 

• Communicating and building connection with your child 

• Routines like sleep and bedtime and any other routines you have as a family

• Understanding behaviour and big emotions 

• Child development andhow you can support it 

Want to	Join	Us?

“Imetothersgoingthrough thesamethings.Itreally helpedme feellessalone.”

“The group boosted myconfidence as a parent.” 

Parenting can be challenging, whatever age your child is. This group offers practical ideas, straight-
talking support, and a chance to hear what has helped other parents in real life. 

Join Peter and Tracy from the Parenting Team and other parents and carers, to explore what’s 
happening for your child, understand tricky behaviour, and pick up simple strategies to make family 
life feel calmer and more manageable. 

Upcoming Sessions 
• Starts Tuesday 22nd September 2026, 5.00pm to 7.00pm in Shrewsbury – venue to be confirmed 

The group meets once a week over 10 weeks, excl. half terms and bank holidays with the last session being
on Tuesday 1st December 2026. 

What We’ll Talk About 

Prefer flexible online learning? 

Join our	friendly,	relaxed	group!

TheParentingTeam|ShropshireCouncil 

https://togetherness.co.uk/mul/shropshire/
https://togetherness.co.uk/mul/shropshire/
https://next.shropshire.gov.uk/the-send-local-offer/early-help/the-parenting-team/
https://next.shropshire.gov.uk/the-send-local-offer/early-help/the-parenting-team/
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Free Sleep Tight Groups 

Email: parenting.team@shropshire.gov.uk

Call: 01743 250950 

Visit: 

•Benefits of good sleep for our health and emotional wellbeing 

•Sleep and bedtime routines for the whole family 

•Sleep diaries 

•Nutrition and food and their impact on healthy sleep and bedtime routines

•Meet other parents/carers to share and discuss experiences 

“It’s been eye openingtoseehow manydifferent thingscan affect children’ssleep.Ihave learnt so
much andnow have newideas totry out.” 

“I feel more confident in bedtime routines, and less alone in the fact my child struggles with sleep” 

We all know how important a good night’s sleep is for your child’s growth and development. 
When children sleep well, it helps them do better at school, react more quickly, build stronger
memories, and learn and solve problems more effectively. It can also help them stay healthier, 
feel less irritable, and manage their behaviour more positively. 

There are many different factors that can affect your child’s sleep, and it can sometimes feel hard
to know where to start. Join us to learn more, share experiences, and pick up helpful tips to
support your child in getting the rest they need. 

Upcoming Sessions (once a week over 5 weeks, excl. half terms and bank holidays) 

24th September 2026
Sleep Tight Group 

from 9.30 to 11.30am
Virtually via MS Teams

or 
12th November 2026

Sleep Tight SEND Group
from 9.30 to 11.30am

Virtually via MS Teams 

The SEND groups are suitable for parents/carers of children who have special educational needs and
disabilities, no formal diagnosis is needed to attend our groups. 

What We’ll Talk About 

Want to Join Us? 

Join our friendly, relaxed group! 

TheParentingTeam|ShropshireCouncil 

https://next.shropshire.gov.uk/the-send-local-offer/early-help/the-parenting-team/
https://next.shropshire.gov.uk/the-send-local-offer/early-help/the-parenting-team/
https://next.shropshire.gov.uk/the-send-local-offer/early-help/the-parenting-team/


Bishops Castle Food Bank

Apr Tuesday 7  09:30 am - 10:30 am
May Tuesday 5  9:30 am - 10:30 am

June Tuesday 2nd 9:30 am - 10:30 am
July Tuesday 7  09:30 pm - 10:30 am
August Tuesday 4  09:30 - 10:30 am

th

th

th

th

Church Lane, Bishops Castle, SY9 5AF
All families within the local area welcome

Free information, support
& advice around:

Family Life
Housing & Finance

Special Education Needs and/or
Disabilities (SEND)
Parenting Support

Training & Employment
Domestic Abuse Support

And much more...
Refreshments will be provided

by the food bank

EA
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 HELP DROP IN
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	Despite the very hot weather, all of the children have coped exceptionally well and have continued to work hard, showing resilience and enthusiasm throughout the week.
	We were also delighted to enjoy some fantastic end-of-term trips, with the Owls class visiting Shrewsbury and the Skylarks class spending the day at Park Hall Farm.  The children were a pleasure to take out, demonstrating excellent behaviour, kindness and respect wherever they went. They represented the school brilliantly and were a real credit to both their families and our school.
	Year 6 had two successful transition days at Bishops Castle Community College this week. The children were very excited to share their stories from the day - the main highlight being the food that is available at break and lunch! They are all looking forward to being 'real' pupils in September.

	Attendance
	This week’s attendance is
	Whole School:    94.6 %
	Robins:           95.8 %
	Skylarks:         87.4 %
	Owls:             97.1 %
	Starlings:        97.1 %
	Kites:              95.4 %
	Upcoming Events
	A huge thank you to the Friends of Bishop's Castle Primary School PTA for all their hard work, dedication and support throughout the year. Their commitment to raising funds and creating memorable experiences for our children is truly appreciated.
	Most recently, we were delighted to see their fantastic carnival float and their fundraising efforts at the Bishop's Castle Carnival last weekend, followed by today's Bog Eyed Jog. The children and their families thoroughly enjoyed the morning, especially the delicious breakfast, which was a wonderful way to bring our school community together. We are incredibly grateful for the time, energy and enthusiasm our PTA volunteers give so generously. The funds they raise make a real difference to our school, providing valuable opportunities and resources that benefit all of our children.  Thank you for everything you do!
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