Bishop’s Castle Primary School

Newsletter

Attendance
THIS week in school...

This week's attendance is

Despite the very hot weather, all of the children have Whole School: * 94.6 %

coped exceptionally well and have continued to Robins: 9589
work hard, showing resilience and enthusiasm
throughout the week. Skylarks: 87.4 %

Owls: 97.1%
We were also delighted to enjoy some fantastic end-

of-term trips, with the Owls class visiting Shrewsbury Starlings: 97.1%
and the Skylarks class spending the day at Park Hall Kites: 95 4 9%
Farm. The children were a pleasure to take out,
demonstrating excellent behaviour, kindness and
respect wherever they went. They represented the l_]pcoming Events
school brilliantly and were a real credit to both their

families and our school. Friday 17th
Yré Leavers Performance

Last day of Summer Term
Year 6 had two successful transition days at Bishops

Castle Community College this week. The children SEPTEMBER
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- the main highlight being the food that is available
PD days

at break and lunch! They are all looking forward to
being 'real’ pupils in September. Thursday 3rd
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A huge thank you to the Friends of Bishop's
Castle Primary School PTA for all their hard
work, dedication and support throughout the
year. Their commitment to raising funds and
creating memorable experiences for our
children is truly appreciated.

Most recen’rly, we were delighted to see their
fantastic carnival float and their fundraising
efforts at the Bishop's Castle Carnival last
weekend, followed by today's Bog Eyed Jog.
The children and their families thoroughly
enjoyed the morning, especially the delicious
breakfast, which was a wonderful way to
bring our school community together. We are
incredibly grateful for the time, energy and
enthusiasm our PTA volunteers give so
generously. The funds they raise make a real
difference to our school, providing valuable
opportunities and resources that benefit all
of our children.

Thank you for everything you do!

Term Dates

2026 / 27

Starts 15.04.26
Half Term 25.05.26-29.05.26
Ends 17.07.26

Starts 03.09.26
Half Term 26.10.26-30.10.26
Ends 18.12.26

Starts 06.01.27
Half Term 15.02.27-19.02.27
Ends 25.03.27
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The Year of Reading
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Strengthening Independence
and Choice
Readers Make Choices
Choosing books builds ownership and motivation.

At home: Let your child decide what and when to
read.

Recommended read: Varjak Paw — a gripping

K adventure.




Parent Voice Survey: July 2026

We'd love to hear your views! Your feedback helps us
understand what's working well and where we can
continue to improve for all of our children:

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/9ADQxZw3tR

Parent Voice Survey: July 2026
Bishop's Castle

We believe that working in partnership with parents and carers
is one of the most important ways we can help every child
thrive. Your feedback helps us celebrate what we are doing
well, understand your family's experiences and identity where
we can continue to improve.

Please answer each question based on your child's experience
at school. All responses will be treated confidentially and will
be used to help inform our ongoing school improvement and
future planning. We really value your opinions and appreciate
your support in helping us provide the very best education and
care for every child.

Mrs Manning
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Free School Meals: Important Changes from September 2026

From September 2026, eligibility is changing, moving to two new distinct tiers.
Existing transitional protections will end, requiring all families to have their eligibility re-checked.

UNDERSTANDING THE TWO NEW CATEGORIES IMPORTANT DATES AND ACTIONS
Targeted FSM: Ex, FSM:
Fuu;f:m s Meafc;‘;:"mpu A 24 June 2026: Summer 2026: 31 August 2026:
Applications Open Mandatory Re-checks Protections End
sar [ 1] *
b (@] r g .
0345 <°. Transitional
For households earning £7.400 A new category for children bs——er] 678 Protections
or less on Universal Credit in Universal Credit households ﬂﬁm: 2008 A
or other qualifying benefits. who don't qualify for .
Targeted FSM.
D Eligibility Earnings £7400 All ther Universal 24 June 2026: Summer 2026: 31 August 2026:
or specific benefits Credit households Applications Open Mandatory Re-checks Protections End
@) Free School (1] a8 Apply via the Eligibility will be Current ‘Transitional
j;’ W Meals ¢ J Shropshire online reviewed annually; Protections' expire; all
portal or call schools will notify families must meet new
HAF & Extra L4 scf;z;i:;inlzport o 0345 678 9008 for families of ‘not eligible’ criteria to continue
Funding " extra Pupil Prerrium x assistance. results by letter, receiving meals.
school funding Not Included

We would like to inform you about some upcoming changes to Free School
Meals and encourage all eligible families to apply.

While Free School Meals provide eligible pupils with a nutritious meal each
school day, applying also brings significant additional funding to our school
through the Pupil Premium. This funding is vital as it helps us provide extra
resources, targeted support, enrichment opportunities, and interventions that
benefit our pupils and enhance their educational experience.

Even if your child already receives universal free school meals (Reception to
Year 2), or you are unsure whether you qualify, we strongly recommend that
you check your eligibility and apply if you are entitled. Every successful
application helps secure valuable funding that directly supports learning and
wellbeing across our school.

The application process is quick and confidential. Please find attached the
information which has been provided by Shropshire Council.

Thank you for your continued support in helping us provide the very best
opportunities for all of our pupils.



¥ Shropshire

Council

Free School Meals are changing in September 2026

From September 2026 the eligibility for Free School Meals (FSM) is changing, which
means that more families will become eligible.

What’s new?
whose household receives Universal
Credit will beabletoget a free school meal.

Alichildren registeredwith state-funded schools Targeted
FSM'or' Expanded FSM’:

Thegeteakl FeBVbcategories of benefits-based freeschoolmeals,knownas'

* whichcontinues to be based on the existing threshold, covering children who
areinhouseholds in receipt of Universal Credit with annual household
earningsof £7,400 or less

* supportunder Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

Households may also be entitled to a meal if they:

« areinreceipt of Income-related Employment and Support Allowance

* receivethe guaranteed element of Pension Credit

» meetcriteria set out in separate guidance for families with no recourse to
publicfunds (NRPF) families with no recourse to public funds.

Children eligibleunder Targeted FSM will be eligible for the Holiday Activities and Food
(HAF) programme,possible assistance with Home to School Transport (HTST) and extra
funding for theirschool such as pupil premium.

Expanded FSM . . .
* a newcategory covering meals only, for children who do not qualify for

TargetedFSM, but who are in households receiving Universal Credit.

TransitionalProtections are ending
Since April 2018,children who qualified for benefits-based free school meals kept them
even if their household circumstances changed.

* This protection will end on 31 August 2026.
* From September 2026, all households must meet the eligibility criteria to continue
receiving benefits-based free school meals.

Annual eligibility re-checks

Eligibility for free meals will be kept under regular review through annual re-checks,
ahead of the start of each academic year. All children currently in receipt of benefits-
based free school meals need to be re-checked before September.

We will re-check eligibility using the information that was provided to us at the time an
application was made for a child. The re-check process will be done during the summer
term and where the re-check from the government checking system provides a ‘not
eligible’ result, families will be notified by a letter through their school before the end of
the summer term.

ey c
O' www.shropshire.gov.uk
| General Enquiries: 0345 678 9000



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/free-school-meals-guidance-for-schools-and-local-authorities/providing-free-school-meals-to-families-with-no-recourse-to-public-funds-nrpf
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https://next.shropshire.gov.uk/holiday-activities-and-food-programme-haf/

Schools will pass this letter onto who they hold as the main contact for the pupil. The
letter will include information on what to do next and if a re-application is needed.

New Applications

Applications under the new criteria can start from 24 June 2026. Children that are
approved for Targeted FSM will be eligible from the date the application is processed and
children approved for Expanded FSM will be eligible from 1 September 2026.

Free School Meals applications can be made using the Shropshire online portal. Please

scan the code below, or use the following link Apply-ferfree-schoolmeals|Shropshire
Geuneil.

If you havepreviouslyappliedonlineforaschooladmissionplace,24Ufunding or FSM,
please usethesamelogindetails.lfyouhaveanemailaddress,theonlineapplication is
the quickestandeasiestwaytoapply. TheCouncil’'sShropshireLocalTeamare
availabletohelpwithaccesstotheonlineapplication.Alternatively,youcancall our
CustomerServiceson03456789008whowillbeabletotakethedetailsforan

applicationoverthephone. Iftheseoptionsaren’tsuitable,pleasecontactyour child’'s
school whowillbeabletoassistyou.

For currentYear11pupilswhoareleavingschoolandmovingtoapost-16college in
September,youwillneedtoapplydirectlytothecollegeforfreemeals.

Universal Infant Free School Meals (UIFSM)
Childreninreception,year1andyear2willcontinuetobeentitledtofreemeals,
regardlessoftheearningsorbenefitstatusoftheirhouseholds,undertheUIFSM
programme.Familiesarestillencouragedtoapplyforbenefits-basedfreeschool meals
becauseifyouareeligibleforTargetedF SM,youcouldattractadditionalfunding for your
child’s schoolandyouwillalsobeabletoaccesstheothersupportlinkedtoTargeted
FSM, suchastheHAFprogramme.

Applications underNo RecoursetoPublicFunds (NRPF)

If you wouldliketosubmitanapplicationunderNRPFcriteria,pleaseemail
FSM@shropshire.gov.ukformoreinformation.Theonlineapplicationformcannot be
used.

We hopethlsupdatehelpstoclarlfytheupcomlngchanges PleaseV|S|tourwebpage
for furtherlnformatlonFr uhaveany queries,

Issued: June 2026

@ www.shropshire.gov.uk
General Enquiries: 0345 678 9000
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FirstNews

FREE Summer Reading with First News

At Bishop’s Castle Primary School, we know how important it is to keep children
reading, thinking and engaged over the summer holidays. That’s why we’re excited
to offer all our students free access to First News - the UK’s award-winning
newspaper for young people aged 7-14.

The content is written with KS2 and KS3 in mind, but we're confident that there's
something for everyone, regardless of their age or reading level.

First News helps children:

Build strong reading habits

Stay informed in an age-appropriate, safe environment
Develop critical thinking and media literacy skills
Engage in meaningful conversations at home

What’s included in your free summer subscription?
Unlimited access to the First News app from Thursday 9 July until Friday 4

September, which includes:

&® The weekly newspaper and an archive of past issues
@ Weekly news quiz to test knowledge in a fun way

{3 Daily news stories to read, listen or watch

Polls and interactive content

# Puzzles and games

& Discussion points for families

It’s fun, educational and completely free — all summer long.

Click here to get started
https://subscribe.firstnews.co.uk/summer-reading-2026/232668841860/




School Anxiety

3 Aug 10am

Anxiety Explained

3 Aug 7pm

Facing Defiance

4 Aug 10am

Cannabis & Ketamine Awareness

4 Aug 7pm

Supporting Healthy Sleep

10 Aug 10am

Raising Self-Esteem

10 Aug 7pm

Introduction to OCD

11 Aug 10am

Decreasing Depression

11 Aug 7pm

What is ACT?

17 Aug 10am

Improving Family Communication

17 Aug 7pm

Supporting a Child with ADHD

18 Aug 10am

Understanding Addictive Behaviour

18 Aug 7pm

FREE - Raising Self-Esteem

20 Aug 7-8pm

Understanding the Teenage Brain

24 Aug 10am

Understanding Anger

24 Aug 7pm

Autism: Improving Communication

25 Aug 10am

Supporting Healthy Screen Use

25 Aug 7pm




Facing Defiance

1 Sep 10am

Cannabis & Ketamine Awareness

1 Sep 7pm

Supporting Healthy Sleep

7 Sep 10am

Raising Self-Esteem

7 Sep 7pm

Introduction to OCD

8 Sep 10am

Decreasing Depression

8 Sep 7/pm

What is ACT?

14 Sep 10am

Improving Family Communication

14 Sep 7pm

Supporting a Child with ADHD

15 Sep 10am

Understanding Addictive Behaviour

15 Sep 7pm

Understanding the Teenage Brain

21 Sep 10am

Understanding Anger

21 Sep 7pm

Autism: Improving Communication

22 Sep 10am

Supporting Healthy Screen Use

22 Sep 7pm

FREE - Masking Awareness

24 Sep 7-8pm

Anxiety Explained

28 Sep 10am

School Anxiety

28 Sep /pm




Do you have any concerns about your child’s well-
being?

Would you like support with your child’s attendance?

If you, your child or family would
benefit from extra support with

your well-being, or if you are

worried about a difficult
situation in your family you can
contact us for support.

Julie Owen — Pastoral Lead

J.Owen@bishopscastle.dhmat.org.uk
Orvia

admin@bishopscastle.dhmat.org.uk

You might also benefit from Early Help.
What is Early Help?

Families might access Early Help for a variety of reasons, including concerns about a
child’s behaviour, difficulties at school, family relationship challenges, mental health
worries, or changes in family circumstances such as bereavement or separation.

Early Help is not just for when things go wrong - it’s there to provide guidance and
support before small issues become bigger problems. Seeking Early Help is a positive
step, showing a family’s commitment to working together with professionals to find
practical solutions and support their child’s wellbeing and development.

The type of things Early Help can support with include:

e Concerns about child’s health, development or behaviour
How a child is doing at school
Housing or financial concerns

e Children who may be affected by domestic abuse, drugs, alcohol, ill health or
crime
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Understanding Your Child
0- 5years

“I met others going through thesamethings.Itreally helped me feel less alone.”

“The group boosted myconfidence as a parent.”

Join our friendly, relaxed group!

Parenting can be full of ups, downs, big feelings andlots of learning — for both you and your child!
Your child’s early years are full of change and transition, such as starting nursery or school and
moving into the next phase of development. In ourweekly sessions we will explore ways how you
can support your child through these transitions andother tricky moments. Join us and other
parents and carers to share simple ideas that can make life calmer and more positive.

Upcoming Session

* starts Monday 21st September, 12.30-2.30pm at The Lantern, Shrewsbury, SY1 4NG

the group meets once a week over 10 weeks, excl. half terms and bank holidays with the last session
being on Monday 30th November 2026.

What We'll Talk About

» Transition periods in your family’slife

e Communicating and building connection with your child

* Routines like sleep and bedtime and any other routines you have as a family
¢ Understanding behaviour and big emotions

¢ Child development andhow you can support it

Want to Join Us?

Email: parenting.team@shropshire.gov.uk

Call: 01743 250950

Visit: TheParentingTeam|ShropshireCouncil

Prefer flexible online learning?

BB PUR REHRE B I B M ermess g



https://togetherness.co.uk/mul/shropshire/
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Understanding Your Child

From Toddler to Teen

“I met others going through thesamethings.Itreally helpedme feel less alone.”

“The group boosted my confidence as a parent.”

Join our friendly, relaxed group!
Parenting can be full of ups, downs, big feelings and lots of learning — for both you and your child!

Come and join us as we chat about what’s going on for you and your family. Together we’ll make
sense of tricky moments and share simple ideas that can make life calmer and more positive.

Upcoming Sessions (once a week over 10 weeks, excl. half terms and bank holidays)

e 21st September 2026 from 9.15 to 11.15am at Brown Clee Primary School, Bridgnorth (WV16 6SS)
e 21st September 2026 from 9.00 to 11.00am at St Giles Primary School, Shrewsbury (SY2 5NL)

e 22nd September 2026 from 12.45pmto 2.45pm at Sundorne Infants School, Shrewsbury (SY1 4QN)
e 23rd September 2026 from 9.15to11.15am at Coleham Primary, Shrewsbury (SY3 7EN)

¢ 23rd September 2026 from 1.15t03.15pm at St Laurence Primary School, Ludlow (SY8 1TP)

¢ 24th September 2026 from 1.00to3.00pm at Bishops Castle Primary School (SY9 5PA)

¢ 25th September 2026 from 12.30t02.30pm Online via MS Teams

What We'll Talk About

¢ Communicating and building connection with your child
» Routines like sleep and bedtime and any other routines you have as a family
* Understanding behaviour and big emotions

¢ Child development andhow you can support it

Want to Join Us?

Email: parenting.team@shropshire.gov.uk

Call: 01743 250950

Visit: TheParentingTeam|ShropshireCouncil

Prefer flexible online learning?

O[O
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Understanding Your Child with
SEND

From Toddler to Teen

“I met others going through thesamethings.Itreally helpedme feel less alone.”

“The group boosted my confidence as a parent.”

Join our friendly, relaxed group!

Join our friendly, free group for parents and carersof children with SEND. Connect with others,
deepen your understanding of your child, and explore what’s going well and what you'’d like to
change. Small changes make big differences!

Upcoming Sessions (once a week over 10 weeks, excl. half terms and bank
holidays)

¢ 22nd September 2026 from 5.00 to 7.00pm Online via MS Teams
e 25th September 2026 from 9.30 to 11.30am Online via MS Teams

SEND groups are for parents/carers of children who may have special educational needs or
disabilities. No formal diagnosis is needed.

What We'll Talk About

e Communication and building confidence in your relationship with your child
 Exploring routines such as sleep and bedtime
e Understanding behaviour and emotional regulation

e Child development andways you can support it

Want to Join Us?

Email: parenting.team@shropshire.gov.uk

Call: 01743 250950

Visit: TheParentingTeam|ShropshireCouncil

Prefer flexible online learning?

o
- e
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Understanding Your Child

A groupfordads,grandads andany malecarer

of children and teens

“Imetothersgoingthrough thesamethings.Itreally helpedme feellessalone.”

“The group boosted myconfidence as a parent.”

Join our friendly, relaxed group!

Parenting can be challenging, whatever age your child is. This group offers practical ideas, straight-
talking support, and a chance to hear what has helped other parents in real life.

Join Peter and Tracy from the Parenting Team and other parents and carers, to explore what’s
happening for your child, understand tricky behaviour, and pick up simple strategies to make family
life feel calmer and more manageable.

Upcoming Sessions
o Starts Tuesday 22nd September 2026, 5.00pm to 7.00pm in Shrewsbury - venue to be confirmed

The group meets once a week over 10 weeks, excl. half terms and bank holidays with the last session being
on Tuesday 1st December 2026.

What We'll Talk About

¢ Communicating and building connection with your child
» Routines like sleep and bedtime and any other routines you have as a family
* Understanding behaviour and big emotions

¢ Child development andhow you can support it

Want to Join Us?

Email: parenting.team@shropshire.gov.uk

Call: 01743 250950

Visit: TheParentingTeam|ShropshireCouncil

Prefer flexible online learning?

One
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Free Sleep Tight Groups

“It's been eye openingtoseehow manydifferent thingscan affect children’ssleep.lhave learnt so
much andnow have newideas totry out.”

“I feel more confident in bedtime routines, and less alone in the fact my child struggles with sleep”

Join our friendly, relaxed group!

We all know how important a good night'’s sleep is for your child’s growth and development.
When children sleep well, it helps them do better at school, react more quickly, build stronger
memories, and learn and solve problems more effectively. It can also help them stay healthier,

feel less irritable, and manage their behaviour more positively.

There are many different factors that can affect your child’s sleep, and it can sometimes feel hard
to know where to start. Join us to learn more, share experiences, and pick up helpful tips to
support your child in getting the rest they need.

Upcoming Sessions (once a week over 5 weeks, excl. half terms and bank holidays)

24th September 2026
Sleep Tight Group
from 9.30 to 11.30am
Virtually via MS Teams
or
12th November 2026
Sleep Tight SEND Group
from 9.30 to 11.30am
Virtually via MS Teams

The SEND groups are suitable for parents/carers of children who have special educational needs and
disabilities, no formal diagnosis is needed to attend our groups.

What We'll Talk About

*Benefits of good sleep for our health and emotional wellbeing

Sleep and bedtime routines for the whole family

«Sleep diaries

eNutrition and food and their impact on healthy sleep and bedtime routines

eMeet other parents/carers to share and discuss experiences

Want to Join Us?

Email: parenting.team@shropshire.gov.uk

Call: 01743 250950

Visit: TheParentingTeam|ShropshireCouncil
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Shropshire,
Supporting

Families
through Early Help

Bishops Castle Food Bank

Apr Tuesday 7" 09:30 am - 10:30 am
May Tuesday 5" 9:30 am - 10:30 am
June Tuesday 2nd 9:30 am -10:30 am
July Tuesday 7" 09:30 pm - 10:30 am
August Tuesday 4" 09:30 - 10:30 am

Church Lane, Bishops Castle, SY9 5AF

All families within the local area welcome

Free information, support

& advice around:

Family Life
Housing & Finance
Special Education Needs and/or
Disabilities (SEND)
Parenting Support
Training & Employment
Domestic Abuse Support Refreshments will be provided
And much more... by the food bank

F Shropshire

Council



Artwork /design: Sarah Jameson

SOWING SEE

Engaging with young people

for a lifelong love of nature

A conference aimed at those working
with children and young people

Shropshire Hills Discovery Centre, Craven Arms
Friday 7 August 2026, 10am - 4pm

With this conference we will look at encouraging
ongoing youth involvement in nature. How do we
think about succession planning for a new
generation of nature lovers? What are the entry
points into nature-based activities and the

potential for future employment opportunities?

With this conference we will look at ongoing
youth investment in nature, ways of combatting
eco anxiety and the development of

citizen science.

Programme overleaf.

Limited places; booking essential, via:
whats-on/sowing-seeds

Free event but donations of £20 will cover our
costs and be much appreciated.
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SOWING SEEDS

Shropshire Hills Discovery Centre, Craven Arms
Friday 7 August 2026, 10am - 4pm

Conference Programme

9.15am - Doors open tea/coffee/pastries
10.00am - Chair: Grant Wilson - Welcome and Introduction to the day

12.15 - 1.30pm - Lunch provided
1.30pm - 4pm - Afternoon Workshop topics
(choose 3 from the 6 below):

Shropshire

4pm - Meet outside to wrap up
Hills

. hes 224
(GI’GFTI’ W"SO”) Community “d National
Land Trust® Landscape

Artwork/design: Sarah Jameson
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® Three Little Pugs e

Monday 20th July - Friday 24th July AND Monday 11™ August - Friday 15" August

Hear an alternative story from the wolf's point of view. Make your own house of sticks and
see if it will stand vp to the huff and puff test. Enjoy a marshmallow toasted over a campfire.
Children must be accompanied by an adult.

‘Marvellous Minibeast Hint -

o Monday 27 July - Friday 31* July and Monday 17" August - Friday 21* August ,

Take a magnifying glass and an ID sheet and start your search. Look in long

grass, under logs and rocks in crevices in tree bark . Shake branches, part

¥  leaves on the ground, sweep with a net. Have a sheet with different
habitats and draw in what you have found.

£5per Ages ‘
}%w Children must be accompanied by an adult.
<) ORIENTEERING ADVENTURE %

Monday 3™ August - Friday 7th August and Monday 24™ August - Friday 28" August

Practice orienteering in the Onny Meadows. Games and challenges will
show you how to read a map and a compass Use these skills to find __
hidden clues in the meadows to solve a puzzle

@@ Children must be accompanied by an adult. _

2pm-3.30pm
.

ShiomahiEe Lills shropshirehillsdiscoverycentre.co.uk

Discovery Centre

Open Daily, 10am-Spm @ 01588 676060 § School Road, Craven Arms
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Summer Reading
Challenge 2026

National .oy, Supported uting public lunding by

e ot ™% | Frsconar  Delivered in partnership with libraries
summerreadingchallenge.org.uk

IN. B 2026 “%® | ENGLAND
] ions © Harry Wood 2026. Read to the Beat © The Reading Agency 2026, registered charity number 1085443 England and Wales.




SAT 18TH JULY

Bishop’s Castle Playing Fields
SY9 5AU

LIVE BANDS - MERCHANDISE
CHILDRENS ACTIVITIES

7 © STALLS INCLUDING FESTIVAL
ACCESSORIES AND GLOW GOODIES.

INDIAN SNACKS, MEXICAN
BURGERS, PIZZA, ICE-CREAM
BAR INCLUDING SOFT DRINKS.

\J Early Biid:
Available at www.bcpartyinthepark.com

Foxholes Campsite, Enterprise House & Bells Fest.
£15 Adult / £7 Child / £40 Family (2+2)
7 and under: Free

Gate:
£18 Adult 7 £8 Child / £47 Family (2+2)
.7 and under: Free

Official e
Sponsors: iﬂsﬂuﬁ ;

CHARLES RANSFORD & SON www.bcpartyinthepark.com 1()' ﬁ




	Bishop’s Castle Primary School
	Newsletter
	10th July 2026
	THIS week in school...
	Despite the very hot weather, all of the children have coped exceptionally well and have continued to work hard, showing resilience and enthusiasm throughout the week.
	We were also delighted to enjoy some fantastic end-of-term trips, with the Owls class visiting Shrewsbury and the Skylarks class spending the day at Park Hall Farm.  The children were a pleasure to take out, demonstrating excellent behaviour, kindness and respect wherever they went. They represented the school brilliantly and were a real credit to both their families and our school.
	Year 6 had two successful transition days at Bishops Castle Community College this week. The children were very excited to share their stories from the day - the main highlight being the food that is available at break and lunch! They are all looking forward to being 'real' pupils in September.

	Attendance
	This week’s attendance is
	Whole School:    94.6 %
	Robins:           95.8 %
	Skylarks:         87.4 %
	Owls:             97.1 %
	Starlings:        97.1 %
	Kites:              95.4 %
	Upcoming Events
	A huge thank you to the Friends of Bishop's Castle Primary School PTA for all their hard work, dedication and support throughout the year. Their commitment to raising funds and creating memorable experiences for our children is truly appreciated.
	Most recently, we were delighted to see their fantastic carnival float and their fundraising efforts at the Bishop's Castle Carnival last weekend, followed by today's Bog Eyed Jog. The children and their families thoroughly enjoyed the morning, especially the delicious breakfast, which was a wonderful way to bring our school community together. We are incredibly grateful for the time, energy and enthusiasm our PTA volunteers give so generously. The funds they raise make a real difference to our school, providing valuable opportunities and resources that benefit all of our children.  Thank you for everything you do!



	Term Dates 2026 / 27
	Summer
	Starts 13.04.26  Half Term 25.05.26-29.05.26  Ends 17.07.26

	Autumn
	Starts 03.09.26  Half Term 26.10.26-30.10.26  Ends 18.12.26

	Spring
	Starts 06.01.27 Half Term 15.02.27-19.02.27  Ends 25.03.27
	Reading in Everyday Life Recipes, signs, schedules and instructions all involve reading. At home: Read everyday text together during routines. Recommended read: The Secret Zoo — adventure and curiosity combined.


	2026 The Year of Reading
	Strengthening Independence and Choice

	Parent Voice Survey: July 2026
	We'd love to hear your views! Your feedback helps us understand what's working well and where we can continue to improve for all of our children:
	https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/9ADQxZw3tR

	We would like to inform you about some upcoming changes to Free School Meals and encourage all eligible families to apply.
	While Free School Meals provide eligible pupils with a nutritious meal each school day, applying also brings significant additional funding to our school through the Pupil Premium. This funding is vital as it helps us provide extra resources, targeted support, enrichment opportunities, and interventions that benefit our pupils and enhance their educational experience.
	Even if your child already receives universal free school meals (Reception to Year 2), or you are unsure whether you qualify, we strongly recommend that you check your eligibility and apply if you are entitled. Every successful application helps secure valuable funding that directly supports learning and wellbeing across our school.
	The application process is quick and confidential. Please find attached the information which has been provided by Shropshire Council.
	Thank you for your continued support in helping us provide the very best opportunities for all of our pupils.
	Free School Meals are changing in September 2026
	What’s new?
	whose household receives Universal
	Credit
	Targeted
	FSM  Targeted FSM
	Expanded FSM
	Expanded FSM
	Schools will pass this letter onto who they hold as the main contact for the pupil. The  letter will include information on what to do next and if a re-application is needed.
	New Applications  Applications under the new criteria can start from 24 June 2026. Children that are approved for Targeted FSM will be eligible from the date the application is processed and children approved for Expanded FSM will be eligible from 1 September 2026.
	Free School Meals applications can be made using the Shropshire online portal. Please scan the code below, or use the following link Apply for free school meals | Shropshire Council.
	If you havepreviouslyappliedonlineforaschooladmissionplace,24Ufunding or FSM, please usethesamelogindetails.Ifyouhaveanemailaddress,theonlineapplication is the quickestandeasiestwaytoapply.TheCouncil’sShropshireLocalTeamare availabletohelpwithaccesstotheonlineapplication.Alternatively,youcancall our CustomerServiceson03456789008whowillbeabletotakethedetailsforan
	applicationoverthephone.
	Iftheseoptionsaren’tsuitable,pleasecontactyour child’s
	school whowillbeabletoassistyou.
	For currentYear11pupilswhoareleavingschoolandmovingtoapost-16college in  September,youwillneedtoapplydirectlytothecollegeforfreemeals.
	Universal Infant Free School Meals (UIFSM) Childreninreception,year1andyear2willcontinuetobeentitledtofreemeals, regardlessoftheearningsorbenefitstatusoftheirhouseholds,undertheUIFSM programme.Familiesarestillencouragedtoapplyforbenefits-basedfreeschool meals becauseifyouareeligibleforTargetedFSM,youcouldattractadditionalfunding for your child’s schoolandyouwillalsobeabletoaccesstheothersupportlinkedtoTargeted  FSM, suchastheHAFprogramme.
	Applications underNo RecoursetoPublicFunds (NRPF) If you wouldliketosubmitanapplicationunderNRPFcriteria,pleaseemail FSM@shropshire.gov.ukformoreinformation.Theonlineapplicationformcannot be used.
	We hopethisupdatehelpstoclarifytheupcomingchanges.Pleasevisitourwebpage  for furtherinformationFreeschoolmeals|ShropshireCouncil.Ifyouhaveany queries,  please emailFSM@shropshire.gov.uk,orspeaktoyourchild’sschool.
	Issued: June 2026
	Do you have any concerns about your child’s well-
	being?  Would you like support with your child’s attendance?
	If you, your child or family would benefit from extra support with your well-being, or if you are worried about a difficult situation in your family you can contact us for support.
	Julie Owen – Pastoral Lead J.Owen@bishopscastle.dhmat.org.uk
	Or via
	Understanding Your Child  0– 5years
	Join our friendly, relaxed group!
	Prefer flexible online learning?

	Understanding Your Child  From Toddler to Teen
	Join our friendly, relaxed group!
	Prefer flexible online learning?

	Understanding Your Child with SEND  From Toddler to Teen
	Join our friendly, relaxed group!
	Upcoming Sessions
	What We’ll Talk About
	Prefer flexible online learning?


	Understanding Your Child
	A groupfordads,grandads andany malecarer of children and teens
	Join our friendly, relaxed group!
	Prefer flexible online learning?


	Free Sleep Tight Groups
	Join our friendly, relaxed group!
	Want to Join Us?

	Bishops Castle Food Bank
	Church Lane, Bishops Castle, SY9 5AF All families within the local area welcome
	Free information, support & advice around:
	Refreshments will be provided by the food bank



